
CLRSS Newsletter: May 2021 Issue

 
Welcome to the Cowichan Lake & River Stewardship Society Newsletter. We look forward to

keeping you connected with our current projects, events and programs. 

 
For any questions please e-mail our team at info@clrss.ca 

 

Make sure to follow us on Facebook to keep updated on all CLRSS activities.

President's Message

Dear Friends, 

 

Thanks to everyone who has renewed their membership this year.  We really wish we could be out in the

parking lot at Country Grocer chatting with you and harassing you directly to renew. We all miss those

chances we used to have to hear your concerns and ideas. We are mildly optimistic that we will be able to
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have a River Clean Up this year so stay tuned. 

 

CLRSS Annual General Meeting - Our Zoom AGM will be held on Sunday, May 30th at 10AM for an

hour.  It meets our obligations under the Societies Act and if you are going crazy in the Covid times and

need something to occupy your time consider joining our monthly meetings. Just get in touch and we will

set it up. The Agenda for the meeting is posted on the CLRSS website (or you can see it at the bottom of

this e-mail) and if you wish to attend please send us an e-mail at clrss.information@gmail.com so we can

send you the zoom link.

Our Watershed - Through a Creative Lens 
History Meets Climate

We are excited to be collaborating with the Cowichan Valley Arts Council (CVAC) and the Cowichan

Watershed Board on a program called Our Watershed - Through a Creative Lens - History Meets

Climate Change. This program is explained in detail on our website and there is more detail later in this
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newsletter as well.  Please click through to website and check it out. There is a wonderful set of images,

paintings, post cards that document just how much we have transformed this watershed from a sea of

Primary Forest to a set of tree farms. Tom Rutherford and I did a presentation for the art folks and others

outlining the Fish Flow Targets of the Watershed Board. One short 1 minute and 18 second video

produced by CommonsBC a few years ago really shows it all.

Transforming our Primary Forests

This video (seen here) tells the story of the last 150 years. Watch the yellow cut blocks multiply on the

shores of Lake Cowichan and creep up the Cowichan Valley from the east and then up the valleys of the

Robertson River, Cottonwood Creek, Sutton Creek and Shaw Creek and then over into the Gordon River

and past the Lake towards Nitinat. They used narrow-gauge logging RRs in the lowlands but after 1950
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the cutblocks climbed high up the slopes using truck logging while power saws make their appearance.

Then past the E&N lands towards the west onto BC crown land in Tree Farm Licence 46 and finally by

2001 second growth cutting is well underway and the three mills at the Lake are gone and the RR too. 

State of the Lake
As we move into late spring many eyes turn towards the weir wondering if we have the water to make it

through the summer. We recently received an email asking about that.  Here is our reply:  

  

The median lake level over the last 100 years for this time of year is at the top of weir so this year the lake

is down somewhat.  The good news is that the snow pack this year is well above average and will be

contributing inflow possibly even into July depending on how hot May/June is.  As you probably know the

weir is operated to a water licence issued by the Provincial Water Manager and there are specific river

flow rates which the operator must meet for different dates of the year.  Between April 1 and May 1 the

target rate is 25 cms which is needed to meet the needs of the emerging salmon fry in the river.  From

May 1 to June 15 the river flow is at 15cms to keep the side-channels in the river connected and to allow

free movement of fry and larger fish up into the lake.  After June 15 the flow rate is reduced to 7 cms for

the summer to meet the needs to dilute sewage outfalls in Town of Lake Cowichan and Duncan, the mill

usage. irrigation water licence holders, tubers and basic environmental needs.  In extreme years like 2019

the summer flow can legally be cut to 4,5 cms and the weir operator is required to meet this flow rate at

their expense by pumping water from the lake over the weir if the lake level cannot support that flow

level..As happened for the first time in 2019. 
 

Weir Update

If you have not been following the updates on the cowichanlakeweir.ca website you should check them

out. The final design packages are being finalized and will be reported out publicly in June we are

told. The work on the Shoreline Assessment has been forging ahead complete with wave monitoring this

winter and an amazing tool that shows specific lines on every property on the lake of exactly where the

natural boundary line is, the lake levels of the old weir and the new weir, as well as property lines, the

CVRD Riparian zone line and the average high water line, all superimposed on high-quality images. You

will be amazed when it goes live. Stay tuned for updates on timing and if you see our own Leroy Van

Weiran out and about in Youbou or Lake Cowichan congratulate him on an excellent piece of work.

Sa-seen-os Rd Tragedy 
 

Visit the Cowichan Weir Website
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Finally, a bit of sad news. Those of you who worked with us on the Riparian Restoration Work will know

how important the riparian area is for water quality and fish health in our watershed. One of the last

projects we worked on was an extensive revitalization of the mostly clear gravel beach. In a couple of

years, the plants were growing well to helping stabilize the beach. The property on Sa-seen-os Rd was

sold over the winter and we were appalled when one of our members went by on her walk and noticed a

Bobcat hauling sand out onto the beach right to the waterline and all of the riparian plants had been

cleared from the beach. When asked about whether they had permits to be working in the riparian area

the workers professed to know nothing about permits.This kind of vandalism is illegal and has been

reported to the authorities. 

  

Thanks for taking the time to stay in touch and we hope to see you all in person very soon. 

Ken Traynor, 

President of the Cowichan Lake and River Stewardship Society

BC Conservation Foundation is seeking volunteers this summer

BCCF is recruiting volunteers in the Cowichan Valley, 

- see below for more information. 
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Cowichan Land Trust is hiring!

The Cowichan Community Land Trust is seeking enthusiastic Stewardship and Outreach Officers to join

E-mail BCCF Today
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their summer team. 

Job Description: As a summer student with the Cowichan Community Land Trust Society you will

provide ecological stewardship information and support to the community through online and telephone

engagement, habitat monitoring, ecological restoration field activities, and the research and development

of Friends of Cowichan Creeks activities and other future organizational offerings. Summer students will

have the opportunity to be involved in a wide variety of land trust activities as adapted to the current

COVID 19 circumstances.  
 
Duties:

Deliver community ecological education and awareness online and through telephone campaigns.

Fieldwork including habitat monitoring, ecological restoration and enhancement activities.

Prepare publicity and promotional materials for newsletters and social media

Solicit and organize volunteers for future stewardship activities

Other duties may include: research and information compilation, article writing, mapping, and data

management. 

For more information on the position and how to apply 

please visit the Cowichan Land Trust website.

Reminder on bottle donations to support CLRSS! 
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https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c8a33d9dafc1bc8fe8608260&id=1da623c5be&e=a08b1f6054
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c8a33d9dafc1bc8fe8608260&id=bfc2ad56c7&e=a08b1f6054


At the Duncan Return-It, you can have your donation support this mission and purpose of

CLRSS by asking your return to be donated to account #484. 

Membership Reminder 



Reminder of Environmental Infractions



CLRSS AGM Agenda
Sunday, May 30, 2021 

10:00 - 11:00 Zoom meeting 

 

Cowichan Lake and River Stewardship Society - Virtual Annual General Meeting 

Sunday, May 30, 2021 

Year April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021 10:00am 

President, Ken Traynor, presiding 

 

Call to Order at 10:00 – Number in attendance recorded 

 

Fourfold Way review: 

• respect each other by having just one speaker at a time, 

• expect people to speak from the heart with passion, 

• expect people to show up to solve problems, and 

• expect people to speak without blame. 

 

We acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional territories of the Ts&#39;uubaa-asatx, 



Ditidaht and Quw’utsun First Nations. We hope that our work together here today will make a 

positive contribution to our shared future in this valley. 

 

General welcome, and thanks expressed to the 2020/21 Board of Directors and to our 

volunteers, including book-keeper, Elaine Brufatto. 

 

1.) Adoption of Agenda: 

Moved and seconded that the 2021 AGM agenda be adopted as distributed. 

 

2.) Approval of Minutes of the June 28th , 2020: 

Moved and seconded that the minutes of the CLRSS AGM of June 28 th , 2020 be adopted as 

distributed. 

 

3.) CLRSS Committee Reports: (see attached PDF) 

Moved and seconded that the 2020/21 CLRSS committee reports be accepted as presented. 

 

4.) Election of 2021-2022 CLRSS Board of Directors: Ian Morrison 

CLRSS Board Nominees 

Nominated by Diana Gunderson and Jean Atkinson 

 

Executive Directors: 

President - Ken Traynor 

Vice President - Lyndon Keeping 

Secretary - Judy Brayden 

Treasurer - Lyndon Keeping 

 

Members At Large: 

Di Gunderson 

Jean Atkinson 

Rosemary Danaher 

Chantelle Carden 

Jim Deck 

Dave DePape 

*Rodger Hunter 

*Rick Bryan 

 

*Rodger Hunter and Rick Bryan have agreed to accept appointments to the 2021/22 CLRSS 

Board of Directors once 30 days has passed from the renewal dates of their CLRSS memberships. 

Moved and seconded that the above CLRSS members comprise the 2021-2022 CLRSS Board of



Directors.  

 

5.) Special presentation 

6.) Procedural Motions 

Moved and seconded that the CLRSS bank signing authority be changed to reflect the newly elected 

Board. 

Moved and seconded that the Members agree to waive an audit of the financial report. 

7.) Motion to adjourn

Make sure to follow us on Facebook! 
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